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Syllabus
Course: CH502 X1 (SP 2009)
Title: Church History II
Hours: 3.00
Published: Yes, on 01/16/2009
Prerequisites:
None
Department: Church History
Faculty: Dr. Steve O'Malley
Email: steven.omalley@asburyseminary.edu
Office: AD
SPO: 924
Meetings:
During 02/09/2009 to 05/22/2009 Online via ExL.
Maximum Registration: 22
Catalog Description: An introduction to the development of Christianity from the Reformation to the modern period.
Emphasis is placed on the central historical figures, movements, and theological issues, with attention given to their
importance for Christian ministry today. Major texts and interpretive studies will be read.
Objectives:
CH 502xl
 
CHURCH HISTORY II
 
Spring 2009
 
J. Steven O’Malley, Instructor
 
Credit:  Three Semester Hours
Email address: steven_o’malley@asburyseminary.edu
Online office hours:  Monday-Friday, 12-2 pm (E.S.T.)
Office Phone:  859 858 2260 (with voice mail)
 
This syllabus may be amended prior to the beginning of class.
 
Note:  The development of the extended learning syllabus is intended for distribution to members of the course and others by my
permission.  It is not intended for general distribution on the internet.  Permission to copy, whole or in part, must be requested from the
instructor.
 
I want to welcome each of you to our class in the history of Christianity, which begins this semester with the Protestant Reformation
and continues through the modern religious awakenings and the Enlightenment to a consideration of recent historical and theological
developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  It is my prayer that we will discern the movement of the Holy Spirit as God has
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been tapping persons and impacting cultures with the cleansing and transforming power of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I would
also pray that we will sense God’s leading in showing each member of our class where his/her strategic role in Christ’s Body is to be
found, so that the Church may become ever more faithful in its obedience to her Lord, and that the prayer “Thy kingdom come” might
become an ever more present reality in our world. 
 
,  I would invite you to visit our “course information center” and send to the class a personal  introduction, telling a bit about  who you
are, how God is directing your life, and what you look forward to in our journey through the church in history.  Also, if other class
members would like to take this opportunity to update us on any activities or experiences that you would like to share with the class,
please use this opportunity to communicate that in the course room during the first week of the new semester.
 
 
Course Description
 
This course is the second part of a two-semester study that intends to introduce students to the development of the Christian Church in
history. Our emphasis will be placed on  central historical figures, movements and theological issues, with attention given to their
relevance for our ministry today.  We will also give attention to important primary texts, as well as to surveys.
 
Note: After these introductions in the first week, you may post any personal or prayer requests for the class in our chat room, which will
be reserved for non-classroom discussion and communications. After the first week, discussion center in the course center will be
reserved for discussions related to the assignments in the class.
  Our learning activities will be structured around one-week modules, with a week beginning at 9 am Monday (E.S.T.) and concluding the
next Sunday at midnight.  Please respond to all assignment within this time frame.
 
 
Course Expectations
 
    You may contact me online, via the Office, and I will plan to respond to your question or comment within a 24 hour window, M-F. I
will regularly check classroom discussion, and respond to your general questions in a timely manner. If you have had prior experience
with online courses, you are welcome to encourage and assist those who are new to this learning environment. I will appreciate your
questions if you do not understand the material or instructions at any point. Please let me know if you encounter challenges that affect
your ability to complete your work. Your patience as we work together in this medium is also appreciated. Normally, you should expect to
expend about 12-15 hours per week in reading assignments, posting, and corresponding with class members. Use of correct grammar and
spelling is expected in all communications.
We will use Eastern Standard Time for all scheduled communications.
 
Course Objectives
 
1. To understand and appreciate the Christian tradition so the student recognizes that our generation lives on the growing edge of a vast
Christian heritage.
2. To grasp the normative historical expressions of the church that defined its community and mission, with applications to Christian
ministry today.
3. To acquire basic factual knowledge of the persons, places, dates, events, and movements that shaped the history of the Christian
Church.
4. To comprehend the issues that motivated the Church to develop its beliefs, practices, and structures and to grasp why, from time to
time, the Church modified them.
5. To understand the evolution of Christian doctrine with respect to Scripture and tradition and to learn to discern between form and
content.
6. To appreciate the importance of primary sources in their original contexts and the nature and effects of historical interpretation.
7. To view the Church’s present ministry in the light of the prior beliefs and actions of the Christian community.
8. To evaluate one’s Christian vocation in the light of the Christian tradition.
9. To gain insight into the nature and practice of Christian ministry.
10. To acquire insight into the multi-ethnic and cross-cultural nature of ministry.
11.To participate in the task of developing capable and effective Christian ministry and leadership for the contemporary church which
will maintain its faithfulness to its vital heritage.
12. To locate the historical discipline within the broad spectrum of theological studies and develop sensitivities to the interrelationship of
the biblical, historical, theological and pastoral disciplines.
 
Specific Learning Goals:
 
1. To identify the key historical period of the Reformation and Post-Reformation eras.
2. To understand the major Reformation traditions—Lutheran, Anabaptist, Reformed, and Anglican—and their theologians, especially in
terms of faithfulness to the teachings of Scripture, the nature of the church, the sacraments, and soteriology.
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3. To grasp the significant issues pertaining to salvation in the Protestant Reformation and understand the issues relating to Roman
Catholicism.
4. To understand the Roman Catholic response to the Protestant Reformation, particularly the Council of Trent.
5. To recognize and evaluate the major issues involved in the church’s ministries within the Christian community and its efforts to relate
to the social and political structures of the modern world.
6. To explore the eighteenth-century Enlightenment’s impact on the church.
7. To articulate the Puritan, Pietist, and Methodist traditions, and to develop an increased awareness of the significant contributions of
Wesleyanism to the broader church.
8. To demonstrate an understanding of the First and Second Great Awakenings.
9. To understand the cultural and theological context of historical criticism and its effect on the nature and authority of Scripture.
10. To reflect on the problems and possibilities of church/state relations during this period.
11. To explore the interaction between church and culture, as the leading theologians developed their theologies, and with attention to the
interaction of Western Christianity with non-Western theological traditions and cultural expressions of Christianity.
12. To survey the major religious cults, with a view to the students’ future ministries in evangelism, nurture, and leadership.
13. To trace the rise of modern missions and how Christianity became a global religion.
 
 
Class Structure
 
The Course Information Center will contain a copy of the syllabus as well as all class modules.
 
The Center will be used for all public communications. Anytime you have a question or comment about the course, the modules, the
assignments, or anything else which would be of interest to your classmates and me, you should post to the Discussion Center.
 
The “To Professor” site is for private correspondence between you and me. This will contain items that you do not want or do not think
appropriate to appear publicly before the full class.
 
ExL Contact Information:
For general questions and administrative assistance regarding the ExL program, contact Dale Hale:
            ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu           
Phone:  (859) 858-2393
 
For technical support, library research support, library loans, and ExL media contact Information Commons:
            Info_Commons@asburyseminary.edu
            Phone: (859) 858-2233
            Toll-free:            (866) 454-2733
 
Accessing Information Commons Materials:
            1.  General Questions:
                        § The Information Commons is a "one-stop shop" for all student research, circulation and technical needs.  
The Information Commons hours are posted here: http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/hours.shtml.
            2.  Materials Requests:
                         search the library§ To catalog for available materials, click here: http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons
/index.shtml
                         Students may request§ ExL books, photocopies or emailed attachments of journal articles/reference books
from Asbury Seminary’s Library. Please allow 3-10 business days for all requests to be filled. Contact the Information
Commons for costs and instructions on how to make requests.
                         students are§ ExL encouraged to make use of local library resources. Students who live within a 50 mile
radius of either the Florida or the Kentucky campus should come to campus to obtain their materials.
            3.  Research Questions:
                         students are§ ExL encouraged to contact the Information Commons for research assistance including help
choosing a paper topic, determining the best sources to use for a paper, finding book reviews, or research questions about
using the online databases or any other library materials. 
            4.  Online Databases: 
                        § To access the online library resources including the library catalog and full-text journal databases, go to
http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/index.shtml and enter your 10-digit student ID# number in the login box.  Your
student ID# is provided on the biographical information section of the student registration webpage.  Add a 2 and enough
0’s to the front to make a 10-digit number (20000XXXXX where XXXXX = your student id).
 
 Course Assignments and Requirements
 
Textlectures and powerpoints will be provided you for your study in conjunction with the assigned readings. Readings are to be
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done within the framework of two-week modules; plan to read the assignment in the first half of the week in which it is assigned.
Participation in online discussions: Discussion questions will be provided for each module in the course information center. In each
module, you will be asked to respond to discussion questions (2 out of 6), by posting a response to each in the discussion center
within the first week of the module, and during the second week of the module, you are asked to respond to the posts of other
students (either 2 or 3, as indicated in the module). A complete response to a question or to another post is ca 200 words
(minimum), and it substantiates its comments with data from the readings (with use of primary sources where applicable). Plan to
post your responses by Saturday of each week, so that others may read your posts before the end of the week. Active class
participation, defined as posting all complete responses on schedule, will provide you with full credit for the modular discussion. I
will respond to your posts in each module in a timely manner. (5 points for answering questions and 5 points for responding to
others’ posts=10 points per two-week module).
To help you think through issues of consequence, there will be three group learning exercises that will involve the “pro-contra-
reply” and also the “personal analogy” methods, which are explained in the modules ( 200 word min. per response). These
assignments will enable you to work in a team with other class members. You will find your team assignments in the course center,
under the labels “Crusaders” and “Prophets”, These two teams are also subdivided into smaller sub-teams, designated as Crusaders
A and Crusaders B, and Prophets A and Prophets B, for some of our discussion, as indicated in the instructions found in the
modules. (each team exercise will be worth 5 points).
Textual study: These are three-page (double-spaced) briefs responding to writings from historical figures, selected by the
instructor. The first page summarizes the document, while the second two pages gives a critique of the argument (i.e., what were its
strengths, what insights does it offer for our day, and what is least helpful). Please document all sources used. Each paper is worth
15 points, divided in this manner: 5 for completing the assignment according to instructions above, 5 for the thoughtfulness of your
critique, and 5 for grammar and spelling.
·        There will be three unit exams in the course, based on readings from Gonzalez, and supplemented by lectures and sources
readings. You will have a choice between a short answer and an essay version of the exam. The former  will be sent to you to
complete and return to my online office via email attachment. You are asked not to use materials or notes during the short answer
exam, and to complete and return it within a twenty-four hour window. Essay exams consist of three essays (600-800 words each,
and four essays on the final; class notes and books can be consulted, but all sources must be documented in citations and
bibliography for credit; exams are valued at 60, 60, and 80 points, respectively).
 
Grading:  Points will be assigned for the completion of the above course requirements as follows:
 
Weekly discussion
   Questions and
       Responses ……….......70
   Group Learning
  Exercises (2)………….....10
Textual study        ………..15
First Exam……………..…60
Mid-term Exam……..…... 60
Final Exam…………..…...80
 
 
Total…………………….295 points
 
Upon completion of all requirements, grades will be determined in the following  manner:
274-295       A  (93-100%)
265-273       A- (90-92.9)
259-264       B+(88-89.9)
244-258       B   (83-87.9)
236-243       B-  (80-82.9)
230-235       C+ (78-79.9)
215-229       C   (73-77.9)
206-214       C-  (70-72.9)
200-205       D+ (68-69.9)
186-199       D   (63-67.9)
177-185       D-  (60-62.9)
below 176    F    (below 60)
 
Required Textbooks
 
Bettenson,  Henry, ed., (Please order second edition, not third edition,)  Documents of the Christian  Church (Oxford paperback).  This is
a record of crucial letters and texts of official church proclamations that shaped the direction of church leadership in the history of the
church.
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Gonzalez, Justo.  The Story of Christianity, Vol. 2 (Abingdon paper ed.)
A concise but insightful analysis of the history of modern Christianity, that weaves a narrative which is often compelling for the reader.
 
Kerr, Hugh T, ed., Readings in Christian Thought. (Abingdon paper ed.).  A concise collection  of selected texts illustrating the style and
message of major writers in the history of Christian thought  (through the modern era).
 
 Supplemental Textbooks (Optional):
 
Rand-McNally Historical Atlas of the World (paperback ed.)
 
Recognizing that this course is primarily an introduction to the history of Christianity, you are also provided with an attached bibliography
of primary and secondary works that will enable us to begin an ongoing reading program in the literature of the history of the church (ATS
library call numbers are included).  I would also encourage you to begin building a good library with tools that will be useful to you on a
long-term basis.
 
Reading and Lecture Schedule
 
You are strongly encouraged to start early and keep up with our reading schedule (and even get ahead!).  Another reading tip that may be
important is to read an assignment early in the week in which it will be discussed. Then, after the textlectures, powerpoints, and our
discussion, reread the same material (an in-depth  reading!) before  proceeding to the next assignment.  
 
Module One (2/9-22): The Protestant Reformers
 Luther, Zwingli, the Anabaptists, and Calvin
1.    Resources: Gonzalez, 2-7 (=Chapters); Kerr, 20, 22, 26 (=selection no.); Bettenson,
       pp. 182-192, 199-208, and note: textlectures will be provided for
       each module
 
2.   Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by February 13.
 
3.   Post response to comments of two other students between February 15.
 
4.   Pro-contra-reply learning exercise, involving Crusaders A and B and
      Prophets(combined team), to be completed between February 16 and midnight
      February 22.]
 
                  Instructions: Prophets A will initiate this module. Claim: That Luther's
                  position on Christ's Presence in the Lord's Supper offers the proper
                  interpretation of the biblical witness for the salvation of persons through the
                  ministry of the church.
 
                  Counter-claim: On the contrary, that the theological position of Zwingli
                  on this matter is the most suitable vehicle to accomplish these goals.
 
                  Prophets A identify the main thesis and defend it in a post submitted by
                  Wednesday, February 18, 9pm. [Please develop your brief in the Prophets A
                   team folder and post it in the discussion center.] Prophets B discover counter
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                   claims or opposing theses to the first position, and defend this in a post made
                  by February 20, 9pm. [Develop your brief in the Prophets B team
                  folder and post it in the discussion center.]
                    The combined Crusaders AB team, representing the position of John
                  Calvin, when they hear about the Colloquy, review the
                  thesis and counter-thesis, evaluate the consequences of each from the
                  standpoint of Calvin’s position on the Eucharist, and they are to
                  indicate the option they prefer over the first two teams, in a post made by
                  Sunday, February 22, 9pm. Crusaders: be sure to indicate why your option is
                  preferable.)\ [You are asked to use the Crusaders AB team folder to develop
                  your brief before posting it in the discussion center.]
 
 
 Module Two  (February 23-March 8):  Anglicans, Lutherans, and Counter-Reformers
 
1.  Resources: Gonzalez, 8-12, 15; Kerr, 23, 24, 25; Bettenson, pp.210-212, 214-216,
     217-222, 227, 234-239; Textlecture
 
2. Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by Friday, February 27.
 
 3. February 27-March 1: Post responses to comments of two others.
 
Exam One:  Will be available for downloading by 9 pm March 8, completed, and returned to my Office by midnight, March 9.
 
Module Three (March 10-22): The Puritans and the Protestant Orthodoxies
 
1.   Resources: Gonzalez, 17-20;  Kerr, 21, 23-25, 27; and
      Bettenson, pp. 244-256,  Textlecture
 
2.   Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by Friday, March 13, midnight.
 
3.   March 13-15: post responses to comments of two others.
 
4. Personal Analogy learning exercise on the English Civil War, involving the Crusaders and Prophets A and B and Crusaders
(combined team), to be completed between March 16 and 22.
(additional resource: Bettenson, 286-291)
 
 
                  (Instructions on Roundheads vs. Cavaliers (or, the Puritans from the
                  Long Parliament of l640 vs. the forces of King Charles I)
 
                  Situation: The theological issues involved in the English Civil War and
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                  its outcome in the reign of Oliver Cromwell and in the ultimate
                  restoration of the English Monarchy. (length of briefs: min. 200 words)
 
                  Crusaders A select "join discussion" and post their response (by 9pm,
                  Wednesday, March 18) that (1) considers the Roundheads and the Cavaliers    
                  beliefs, goals, objectives, (2) identifies what each can and will do to achieve
                  these goals,, and (3) assesses what he/she think each would consider to be
                  the non-negotiable positions which would be surrendered only as a last
                  resort.
 
                  Crusaders B consider that there is always an uneven distribution of
                  resources among persons and groups -- that is, what each has to use
                  to get what one wants. Crusaders B thus select "join discussion" and
                  post a response (by 9pm Friday, March 20) that lists these resources that the
                  Roundheads and the Cavaliers have at their disposal to affect the actions of
                  others: their power, influence or authority to control events, or to modify
                  outcomes.
 
                  Third level: The combined Prophets AB team consider that not only are
                  Resources distributed unequally, but skill and experience also are not the same
                  for each actor. Relevant to this conflict, this group selects "join discussion"
                  and posts a response (by 9pm Sunday, March 22) that considers (1) how well
                  each would be able to mobilize and use resources, (2) which has more to gain
                  or lose (and why), and (3) how each is able to exercise control at particular
                  decision sites.  
 
 
 
Module Four (March 23-29):  Rationalism and the Rise of Pietism
     
1.      Resources:  Gonzalez, 21-23; Kerr, 28, 29, 31; and Bettenson, pp. 252-258, Spener: “Pia Desideria” (electronic reserve),
 Tersteegen: “The Outpouring of the Holy Ghost,” (electronic reserve), and Textlecture
 
    2.   Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by Sunday, March 29 (9pm).
 
3.      March 30-April 5 – spring reading week
 
4.      April 6-7 post responses to comments of two others in module 4.
 
5.      April 6-10Review for exam two (follow review guidelines)
 
Exam 2: will be available for downloading from the course center between 9pm April 10 and completed, and returned to my Office by
midnight, April 11 (Friday).
 
March 30-April 5: Assessing where we are in our study: Post a (min)150 word response by April 3 (including documentation), indicating
what you have found most surprising about what we have learned to date, and how this insight may be transformative to your walk with
Christ and/or your ministry for Him. Responses may be freely posted by April 5.
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Module Five (April 12-26):  Christianity in the Americas and the New Europe
    
1.      Resources:  Gonzalez, 24-27, Kerr, 30, 35, electronic reserve: Phoebe Palmer;
      Textlecture..
 
2.      Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by 9pm, Friday, April 17
 
3.      Post response to comments of 2 others.by Sunday, April 19.
 
 
4.      Textual Study: Complete three-page response paper to Edwards, “True Religion and True Affections” (Kerr, 199-201) by
midnight, Sunday, April 26.
 
Module Six (April 26-Sunday, May 10): Protestant and Catholic Theology in Western Culture  and the Rise of World Missions
(1789-1900)
 
1.      Resources: Gonzalez, 28-30; Kerr, 32, 34, 36, 41-44, Bettenson, 271-281, Textlecture.
 
2.      Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by Friday, May 1, 9 pm (Friday).
 
     3.   Sunday midnight, May 3: post response to comments of 2 others.
 
Module Seven (May 4-May 10):  Twentieth Century Theology in Western Culture, and Ecumenism
 
1.      Resources: Gonzalez, 33-36; Kerr, 46, 47, 51, 52, and 55; Bettenson,  pp. 327-334
      (ecumenism), and textlecture..
 
2.   Respond to 2 of 6 discussion questions by Sunday, May 10, 9pm.
 
3.      Post responses to comments by at least 2 other students.by midnight, Tuesday,
      May 12.
 
4.   Assessing where we are in our study: Post a (min)150 word response by May 15 (including documentation), indicating what you
have found most surprising about what we have learned to date, and how this insight may be transformative to your walk with Christ
and/or your ministry for Him. Responses may be freely posted by May 17.
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Module Eight (May 18-21): review and Third Exam:  The final exam can be downloaded from the course center at 9am May 22  and
is to be returned to my Office by midnight May 22..
 
 
Bibliography (for further reading)
 
 
 
            THE  CHURCH  FROM  THE  TIME  OF  THE  REFORMATION
 
            A.        Documents:  Arranged by Subjects
 Pauck, W., ed.,  Luther’s Lectures on Romans:  Library of Christian Classics XV,
          (1961)
 Rupp, E. G., ed.,  Luther and Erasmus on Free Will:  Library of Christian Classics
          XV,  (1961)
 Tappert, T. G., ed.,  Luther’s Letters of Spiritual Counsel:  Library of Christian
          Classics,  XVIII,  (1955)  BR331 E5 T3
 Torrance, T. F., ed.,  Luther’s Early Theological Works:  Library of Christian
          Classics,  XVI,  (1962)  BR330 E4
 McNeill, J. T., ed., Calvin:  Institutes of the Christian Religion:  Library of Christian
Classics, XX, XXI,  (1960)  BX9420 I65
 Reid, J. K. S., ed.,  Calvin:  Theological Treatises, Library of Christian Classics,
          XXII,  (1964)  BX9420 T68
 Haroutunian, J., ed.,  Calvin:  Commentaries:  Library of Christian Classics, XXIII
          (1959)  BS485 C333
 Thompson, B., ed.,  Liturgies of the Western Church,  (1965)
 Pauck, W., ed.,  Melanchthon and Bucer:  Library of Christian Classics, XIX             
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 Mackintosh, H. R., and J. C. Stewart, eds.,  Schleiermacher:  The Christian Faith,
          (1963)
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 Outler, A., ed.,  John Wesley:  Library of Protestant Thought,  (1964)
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 Dannenfeldt, Karl H.,  The Church of Renaissance and Reformation:  Decline and
          Reform From 1300 to 1600  (1970)  BR280 D33
 
 
Gerrish, B. A.,  Grace and Reason:  A Study in the Theology of Martin Luther,
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 Hillerbrand, Hans Joachim, Christendom Divided: the Protestand Reformation
          (1971)  BR305.2 H49
 Kingdon, Robert McCune,  Transition and Revolution:  Problems and Issues of
          European Renaissance and Reformation History  (1974)  BR309 K5
 Oberman, Heiko Augustinius,  The Roots of Anti-Semitism in the Age of
          Renaissance and Reformation  (1984)  BM535 O2413
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 Dowey, E. A.,  The Knowledge of God in Calvin’s Theology,  (1952)
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 Oyer, John S.,  Lutheran Reformers Against Anabaptist:  Luther, Melanchthon, and
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 Williams, G. H.,  The Radical Reformation,  (1962)  BR307 W5
 Dickens, A. G.,  The English Reformation,  (1967)  BR375 D5
 Rupp, E. G.,  The English Protestant Tradition,  (1949)
 Heller, W.,  Liberty and Reformation in the Puritan Revolution,  (1963)
 Bainton, R.,  The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century,  (1964)  BR305 B35
 Chadwick, W. O.,  From Bossuet to Newman,  (1957)
 Janelle, P.,  The Catholic Reformation,  (1949)
 Ranchetti, J.,  The Catholic Modernists,  (1969)
 Cameron, R. M.,  The Rise of Methodism,  (1954)  BX8231 C3
 Cherry, C.,  The Theology of Jonathan Edwards:  A Reappraisal,  (1966) 
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 Stoeffler, E.,  The Rise of Evangelical Pietism,  (1965)BR1650.2 S7
 Barth, Karl,  Protestant Thought from Rousseau to Ritschl,  (1959)
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 Cassirere, E.,  The Philosophy of the Enlightenment,  (1951)
 Cragg, G. R.,  The Church and the Age of Reason,  (1966)  BR455 C72
 Dillenberger, J., and C. Welch,  Protestant Christianity Interpreted Through Its
          Development,  (1954)  BX4807 D5
 Livingston, James,  Modern Christian Thought:  From the Enlightenment to Vatican
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